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Lucia Abbamonte works as a researcher and as a teacher of English at the Second
University of Naples, Department of Psychology, where she regularly takes part in
interdisciplinary research projects, and teaches in Master Degrees and PhD courses.
A major focus both in her research activities and in her teaching practice has been on
the pragmatic aspects of situated linguistic communication in different socio-cultural
contexts. She has been a member of several Italian Ministry of Education funded
research groups (including three Projects of National Relevance). Her present interests
lie in the fields of Critical Discourse Analysis, communication in socio-psychological
interaction (in socially sensitive contexts), language in professional practice and
mediation, English for Special (Academic) Purposes for (Neuro)Psychology and
Cognitive Sciences, and the translation of scientific texts – especially the rendering of
(neuro)psychological measurement scales and questionnaires. She has authored three
books and several essays, and has contributed papers in international conferences.
Email: lucia.abbamonte@unina2.it
Mahmood Reza Atai is professor of applied linguistics at Tehran Kharazmi University,
Iran, where he has been teaching MA and PhD courses in ESP and materials development
for more than 15 years. He is the editor of Iranian Journal of Applied Linguistics and
head of the English department at SAMT Organization, Iranian Ministry of Science,
Research and Technology. He has conducted some national research projects on ELT
and has been closely involved in policy-making at the Ministry. His research interests
address teacher education, ESP course design, EAP reading, corpus analysis, genre
analysis, and academic writing and he has published on these areas extensively in
international and national journals. Email: atai@khu.ac.ir
Flavia Cavaliere has been a member of several Italian Ministry of Education
funded research groups and has held EAP/ESP teaching posts in undergraduate and
postgraduate courses across a variety of university course syllabuses. She recently
qualified as associate professor and is tenured lecturer and adjunct professor of English
Language and Translation and English for Special Purposes at the Department
of Human Studies of the University of Naples ‘Federico II’, where she also teaches
ESP in an international PhD course and a Master course. Her research interests
include Translation Studies (especially Audio-Visual Translation), Cross-cultural
Communication, Language and Media, Multilingualism, Critical Linguistics and
Discourse Analysis relating to Appraisal Theory, English for Special (Academic)
Purposes and the translation of scientific texts, Language in professional practice and
mediation (Restorative Justice), the use of CALL and Internet for English teaching.
Her most recent volume –The Shaping of the News – provides evidence of the power of
language in the social construction of reality. Email: fcavalie@unina.it
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Michela Giordano (MA, Linguistics) is a researcher and lecturer in English
Language and Translation at the University of Cagliari. Her research activity and
major publications to date lie mainly in applied linguistics, ESP teaching methodology,
discourse and genre analysis applied to academic, political and legal discourse. Her
recent publications include: “K case briefs in American Law Schools: a genre-based
analysis”, in C. Berkenkotter, V.K. Bhatia and M. Gotti (eds.), Insights into Academic
Genres (2012); 18 Million Cracks in the Glass Ceiling. Language, Gender and Power
in Hillary R. Clinton’s Political Rhetoric (2012); “The Old Bailey Proceedings: quoted
dialogue and speaker commitment in witness testimony”, in G. Mazzon and L. Fodde
(eds.), Historical Perspectives on Forms of English Dialogue (2012); “Participants’
relationship in ODR: legal discourse as social practice”, in C. Williams and G. Tessuto
(eds.), Language in the Negotiation of Justice. Contexts, Issues and Applications, coauthor O. Denti (2013). Email: mgiordano@unica.it
Claudia Ortu is a researcher in English Language and Translation at the University
of Cagliari. She worked for two years at the University of Johannesburg as a postdoctoral researcher attached to the South African Research Chair in Social Change,
an interdisciplinary research group interested in the historical, sociological and
economic aspects of change in society in general and in post-Apartheid South Africa in
particular. She still works with the group as a senior research fellow. Her interest in
the discourse of neoliberal governments on trade unions started with her doctoral work
at the University of Naples ‘Federico II’, where she completed a thesis on “Construing
Trade Unions: The Anti-Trade Union Discourse of British Governments”. In 2012
she published a book on Industrial Relations and Conservative Governments in the
Eighties. Her main research interests are: CDA, SFL, multimodality, the language of
Neoliberalism and trade unions. Email: claudiaortu@unica.it
Francesco Pierini is a researcher in English Language and Translation at the
Department of Political Science of the University of Genoa, Italy. His research interests
are intercultural communication in English, analysis of specialized discourse, notably
the languages of politics, diplomacy and business, and English loanwords in Italian
from English. He has taught English language at the University of Genoa for both BA
and MA courses, first as a contract Lecturer and then as a Researcher, since 2005. He
also taught English language at the School of Architecture of the same university, from
1996 to 2010. He is a member of AIA (Associazione Italiana di Anglistica). He graduated
in Modern languages and literatures (English and Spanish) at the University of Genoa
and took a postgraduate specialization in English language teaching at the University
of Rome Tor Vergata. Email: francesco.pierini@unige.it
Margaret Rasulo is a researcher in English Language and Translation Studies at
the Second University of Naples, Department of Humanities. She holds a PhD in
English for Special Purposes from the University of Naples ‘Federico II’ and an MA in
Education from the Open University, UK. Her teaching activity began in 2002 at the
University of Naples ‘l’Orientale’, Department of American, Cultural and Linguistic
Studies where she taught English Language and Linguistics until 2010 and was a SISS
trainer at the University’s Teaching College. She has conducted research and published
extensively in the field of Digital Discourse and Computer Mediated Communication
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and is currently working on a number of research studies in knowledge dissemination
and popularization issues. She is also continuing her teacher training activity in CLIL
methodology and mentoring practices in collaboration with university language centres.
Email: mags1@libero.it
Farhad Tabandeh obtained his MA in TEFL from Kharazmi University in 2009. He
conducted his MA thesis on lexical bundles in applied linguistics. He is currently a
PhD student of TEFL at the University of Isfahan, Iran. He has been teaching BA
courses in English translation, introductory linguistics, and general English at several
universities for 5 years. His areas of research interest are interlanguage phonology,
interlanguage pragmatics, ESP, and corpus analysis. Email: farhad021_t@yahoo.com

