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chetti (Université de Toulouse II - Le Mirail); Francisco Beltrán Lloris (Universidad de Za-
ragoza); Francis Cairns (Florida State University); Carmen Codoñer Merino (Universidad
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Académie des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres, Paris); Jeffrey Henderson (Boston University);
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F. GIORDANO, Lo studio dell’antichità. Giorgio Pasquali e i filologi classici (L. Polverini) . . . . . . . . . » 805

V. GRIEB - C. KOEHN (Hrsg.), Polybios und seine Historien (C. Bearzot) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . » 809
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la tragédie. La Poètique d’Aristote et le genre tragique, de l’Antiquité à l’époque contemporaine
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Chapter 5, «Ethnography in Palaiologan Literature» (pp. 140-183), depicts the massive im-

pact of the historical changes on Byzantine thought, literature, and ethnography after 1202. The

chapter discusses travel literature such as Nicephorus Gregoras’ voyage to the Serbs, Andreas Li-

badenus’ journey to Egypt, Gregoras’ perhaps fictional account of Agathangelos, and Gregory Pa-

lamas. Kaldellis also explores Byzantine perceptions of the Mongols and the Latins – a label used

to describe the inhabitants of Western Europe. Byzantine ethnography after the 1360s is surveyed

in a brief epilogue, promising to the reader a forthcoming separate study of Laonikos Chalkokon-

dyles and his detailed ethnography of the Ottomans.

Overall, Kaldellis produces another fascinating book that will be a necessary item in both:

research and study of Byzantine literature and history. It is coherent, well-presented and easy to

read, showing great knowledge of scholarship and erudition.

Danijel Dzino

Macquarie University, Sydney

danijel.dzino@mq.edu.au

MICAELA LANGELLOTTI, L’allevamento di pecore e capre nell’Egitto romano: aspetti economici e sociali,
Bari, Edipuglia 2012, pp. 173.

This study of the pasturage of sheep and goats in Roman Egypt is based on the 77 pub-

lished declarations of sheep and goats, plus a further 14 unpublished Oxyrhynchite declarations

to be published in a forthcoming volume of The Oxyrhynchus Papyri. This corpus of 91 declara-

tions is listed and annotated in the Catalogue (pp. 131-153), which assigns each text a unique

identifier by which it is cited throughout the book (e.g. Eracl. -13. 4 = the fourth declaration

dated to 13 BC from the Herakleopolite nome).

As L. explains in Ch. 1, the declarations reflect three distinct administrative phases, first

identified by S. Avogadro, Le a\pocqauai+ di proprietà nell’Egitto greco-romano, «Aegyptus» 15

(1935), pp. 131-206, and refined by C. Balconi, Le dichiarazioni di bestiame ed il controllo del
patrimonio zootecnico nell’Egitto romano, «Aegyptus» 70 (1990), pp. 101-110: I) from Augustus

to late in Claudius’ reign, an annual declaration was submitted in late Tybi or Mecheir (January),

reporting adult animals only; II) between before July 54 and 67 or later, two annual declarations

were required, the first (in Mecheir) being supplemented in Epeiph (July) with a notification of

any progeny born or other acquisitions since the first declaration; III) and finally (from before 98/

9 to the latest known declaration, dated 238), this supplement was abandoned in favour of a sin-

gle, more detailed, declaration made in Mecheir, which recorded the changes from the previous

year. The unpublished and recently published texts included by L. seem to suggest antedating the

start of phase III to 90 or even 84, although this is not stated explicitly 1.
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Medieval Europe» 19/2 (2011), pp. 204-231. Cf. also my own Local Knowledge and Wider Contexts: Stories of the
Arrival of the Croats in De Administrando Imperio in the Past and Present, in D. Dzino - K. Parry (eds.), Byzantium,
Its Neighbors and Its Cultures, Brisbane 2014, pp. 89-105 that was published little after Kaldellis’ book.

1 Fig. 1 (p. 12) represents all the Arsinoite declarations as belonging to group III, but the catalogue

(pp. 143-144) expresses uncertainty whether Ars(H). 90. 1 belongs to II or III. From the details given in



The chronological and geographical spread of this evidence is heavily skewed towards the

Oxyrhynchite nome and the Julio-Claudian period; group I come exclusively from the Oxy-

rhynchite (27 cases) and Herakleopolite (10) nomes 2, group II are all Oxyrhynchite (8) except

one Hermopolite example; only the provenance of group III is more varied, and conforms more

closely to the overall survival pattern of documentary papyri of the second and third centuries (the

41 texts of group III include 16 Arsinoite, 13 Oxyrhynchite, several Herakleopolite and Hermo-

polite examples, and one each from Athribis in the Delta, Lykopolis and Upper Egypt). The

group III texts thus provide a reasonable basis for general analysis, while the earlier texts contri-

bute usefully to our knowledge of the administration and rural society of the Oxyrhynchite nome,

which is generally not as well documented for the first century of Roman rule as for the remainder

of the principate. The existence of so many early declarations presumably reflects the Roman ad-

ministration’s ability to draw on a longstanding Ptolemaic tradition of keeping detailed records of

livestock, which L. mentions only briefly (p. 13, citing Clarysse and Thompson’s recent substan-

tial discussion; cf. C. Balconi, Bis gravidae pecudes. Dichiarazioni di ovini demotiche con annota-
zione greca, «Aegyptus» 68 (1988), pp. 47-50.

Ch. 1 also clarifies how the declarations formed the basis for compiling the e\naqi* hlgri|

hqella* sxm, the livestock register, which not only allowed the government to establish how much

pasture tax (e\mmo* liom) to expect, but also provided comprehensive data on the size and where-

abouts of flocks throughout Egypt, facilitating, for example, the resolution of lawsuits over alleged

thefts of livestock (pp. 17-18). Typically for Roman Egypt, the declarations show the interaction

of various officials both at village and nome level (and at least for the later second-early third cen-

tury, the epistrategos of the Heptanomia; p. 21). One of the unpublished Oxyrhynchite texts, un-

fortunately without a precise date, demonstrates that the toparch continued to exist more than

half a century after the last secure attestation, and into the early second century (p. 19).

Ch. 2, devoted to the taxation of flocks, combines the declarations with the considerable

quantity of other relevant evidence (mostly tabulated in Tables 6-10). Its most important conclu-

sion is that the e\mmo* liom was not, as scholars have believed, a licence for pasturage on public land

similar to the Roman scriptura, but an annual tax levied on (privately owned) sheep and goats,

charged at a flat rate per animal (confirmed by a Theban receipt which states the number of an-

imals instead of the sum of tax; p. 53). It was one of the minor taxes collectively subsumed under

the term ei> dg, as explicated further by L’s paper in the Geneva Congress Proceedings (2012). Dis-

tinct from the ennomion, the term uo* qo| molx& m (so far attested only in the Arsinoite and Men-

desian nomes) designates the cash rents levied on publicly owned pasture land, while uo* qo| pqo-

ba* sxm refers to the rents levied on leased flocks of sheep and goats (pp. 36-38 – normally belong-

ing to imperial or other large estates).

Ch. 3 analyses the amount of pasture land attested respectively in the Oxyrhynchite, Arsi-

noite, Hermopolite and other nomes, drawing on the evidence used so far in the book, and other

texts, primarily land leases which refer to pasture or to fodder crops specifically intended for graz-

ing by small livestock (fodder was, of course, needed also for donkeys, oxen and other transport

beasts); Tables 11-13 tabulate the relevant leases (2 Oxyrhynchite, 35 Arsinoite, and 7 Hermo-
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the catalogue, Oxy. 84. 1 seems to me to belong to group III, but we must await its publication for confirma-

tion.
2 Ars. I. 1 (P.Mich. XVIII.782) also belongs in group I, but its Arsinoite provenance is uncertain.



polite). Oxyrhynchite references to permanent pasture (molai* ) are certainly very scarce (all con-

cerning publicly owned land), compared to the plethora of evidence from the Arsinoite nome

(where it was also known as jsa* lia, a term apparently local to Tebtunis). However, the sole ex-

plicit mention of sheep throughout all the numerous Oxyrhynchite leases which specify fodder

crops (often in rotation with cereals) more probably reflects the idiosyncrasies of the local lease

formulae rather than indicating that the fodder was mostly intended for other purposes than

sheep pasturage 3. Given the large number of sheep and goats attested (see Ch. 4), the scarcity

of permanent grassland, and the benefits to the land from the dung of grazing animals, I surmise

that it was normal for the fodder crops to be used after cutting for grazing sheep even when this

was not actually stated.

The fourth chapter treats the socio-economic status of the flock owners and the distribution

of herd sizes by place and chronology, accompanied by several figures and Tables 14-18. The

Oxyrhynchite declarations attest several metropolite owners, including two families whose eco-

nomic affairs are illuminated by small dossiers. But evidence on the owners’ status is preserved

in relatively few cases (and not until AD 67), so that as far I can see, we cannot be sure how many

of the owners of the many small flocks attested by the early declarations (65% containing fewer

than 30 sheep) were villagers by status, however likely it is that the majority were (L. also notes

the large flock owned by Antonia, wife of Drusus, and managed by her slave; p. 85). We also

unfortunately lack explicit evidence for the status of Herakleopolite owners, where some herds

are unusually large, and their owners’ names hint of high status (pp. 97-98). The scarcity of

Upper Egyptian declarations could have been appropriately supplemented (p. 98) by the series

of Theban ostraca listing sheep-owners whose flocks rarely exceed 40 sheep (SB XIV.11721-

11738; cf. L., p. 16 nt. 26). In addition to the relatively few Arsinoite declarations, L. adduces

a wealth of other evidence for the status of flock owners, including some of the largest archives

surviving from the nome (veteran Bellienus Gemellus’ manager Epagathus; Heroninus, who man-

aged the estate of the prominent Alexandrian, Appianus; and the related «archive of the sheep-

lessees of Theadelphia») 4. Characteristic of the Arsinoite nome (and especially Euhemeria) were

the pqobasojsgmosqo* uoi, responsible for administering the flocks of imperial and public estates,

particularly providing their forage (pp. 92-94). All four Hermopolite declarations involve metro-

polite owners (the status of Anubion son of Sarapion is securely confirmed in Erm. 130. 1, and

that of his brother Eutychides by several texts from their archive). Overall, small flocks (under 30

beasts) predominated in the first and second centuries, but were outnumbered in the third by

those of medium (31-60) and large (61-150) size; over the whole period, 73% of flocks com-

prised fewer than 60 beasts. But the largest number (38%: fig. 13) of animals belonged to flocks

comprising 121-500 beasts, reflecting the extent to which sheep-rearing was predominantly an

enterprise of wealthy proprietors.
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3 The ‘standard’ Oxyrhynchite formula was «for cutting and grazing» (ei\| jopg+ m jai+ e\pimolg* m): P.Fouad
43; P.Oxy. III.499; IV.810; XIV.1686; XLI.2974; SB VIII.9918; X.10216; cf. P.Oxy. LXIX.4739; all these

references certainly belong (together with IV.730) in p. 61 nt. 4, and arguably could have been included in

Table 11.
4 The Trismegistos ‘Archives’ website is especially helpful for Arsinoite archives (including that of the

shepherd Akouis; cf. L., p. 88): www.trismegistos.org/arch/index.php.



The final chapter is devoted to the forms of management of both public and private herds,

preceded by a short contrast between the regime of transhumance found in many parts of the

Mediterranean, and the Egyptian practice whereby flocks were mostly grazed around a particular

village (recorded by the declarations, together with the name of the shepherd responsible for

them), and only occasionally moved to a neighbouring nome. The owners of small flocks some-

times took on the role of shepherd themselves, or entrusted the role to a family member, or em-

ployed a shepherd; small flocks were often combined with others under the management of a

single shepherd (p. 123). One might add that, although most shepherds were adult (described

as paying the poll-tax), two were underage (Oxy. 28. 1; Oxy. 29. 1 – also probably the declarant’s

son, judging by the names). The large and very large private flocks were managed in three ways:

direct management by the proprietor (exemplified only by Ars(T). 140. 1, reporting 140 sheep

and 9 goats owned by a villager); employment of phrontistai or other estate managers; or leasing

them to professional herdsmen. Our evidence for the management and composition of flocks

makes clear that the main economic purpose of keeping sheep lay in selling their fleeces for wool

(supporting the extensive textile industry in Roman Egypt). Almost all herds contained many

fewer goats than sheep; goats were more destructive and prone to illness, but helped to prevent

the sheep straying, and were valued for their skins. The females of both species also, of course,

produced milk and its derivatives and young (to sell for meat and/or sacrifice, or for breeding:

p. 126).

A succinct «Conclusion» resumes the book’s main arguments and themes. As its title pro-

mises, this book offers more than just a papyrological survey of the declarations, but makes a sig-

nificant contribution to understanding the importance of sheep and goat husbandry to the econ-

omy and society of Roman Egypt. Although it does not achieve complete coverage of all papyri

relevant to sheep and goats (which would have required a much larger study; the DDBDP lists

over 300 texts from the Roman period referring to sheep) it does exploit most of the important

texts in addition to the declarations, especially those illuminating the role of pasturage in the

economy of large estates (including imperial and other public estates).

There is a bibliography, and useful indexes of texts cited (both the declarations and other

papyri), and of Greek words, but no general index.

Jane Rowlandson

King’s College London

jane.rowlandson@kcl.ac.uk

LUCA MAURIZI, Il cursus honorum senatorio da Augusto a Traiano. Sviluppi formali e stilistici nel-
l’epigrafia latina e greca, Sastamala, Societas Scientiarum Fennica 2013, pp. 324.

Il libro di Luca Maurizi è il risultato della tesi di dottorato discussa all’Università di Hel-

sinki. Lo scopo del lavoro è quello di stabilire, attraverso l’analisi e il confronto delle iscrizioni,

come si è modificato il fenomeno della menzione del cursus honorum (c. h.) nell’arco di tempo

che va da Augusto a Traiano. Nelle intenzioni dell’autore le categorie riscontrate sarebbero poi

dovute essere d’ausilio per datare documenti e carriere; oltre a ciò si sarebbe voluto far luce sul
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stretto novero delle pubblicazioni più importanti del settore, sulla base di valutazioni
qualitative e quantitative costantemente aggiornate.

� ERIH PLUS (European Reference Index for the Humanities and Social Sciences), INT1
(«International publications with high visibility and influence among researchers in the
various research domains in different countries, regularly cited all over the world»).

� MIAR (Information Matrix for the Analysis of Journals), categoria «Classical Stud-
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